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Rule 1: Rules

The Clemson University Student Senate, being a continuous body, shall abide by these rules during every Student Senate meeting. The rules may only be amended by adhering to the procedures herein.

Rule 2: Time of Meeting

The President of the Student Senate shall decide the time during which the Student Senate shall meet in regular session. Special meetings of the Student Senate may be called by the President, or upon the written request of one-third of the Student Senate.

Rule 3: Order of Business

A. Call to order by the President. 

B. Invocation by the Chaplain 

C. Pledge of Allegiance 

D. Call of the roll by the Secretary 

E. Reading of the Minutes of the last Senate meeting by the Secretary 

F. Calendar of General Order* 

G. Unfinished business 

H. New Business 

I. Announcements 

J. Adjournment 

*(One (1) of the two (2) following Calendars of General Orders shall be approved

A. Regular Calendar of General Orders: 

i. Reports of Standing Committees by the Chairman or his designee 

ii. Reports of Special Committees by the Chairman or his designee 

iii. President Pro-Tempore's report 

iv. President's report 

B. Special Calendar of General Orders:

i. Speaker recognized for fifteen minutes 

ii. Five minute question and answer session 

i. Reports of Standing Committees by the Chairman or his designee 

ii. Reports of Special Committees by the Chairman or his designee 

iii. President Pro-Tempore's report 

iv. President's report 

A motion to adopt the Special Calendar of General Orders shall include the name of the speaker, shall not be debatable, and shall require a two-thirds majority of the Senate for passage.)

Rule 4: Attendance

A. Any Senator, found absent during the initial calling of the roll shall be marked absent for that meeting. Any Senator who arrives after his name has been called must immediately have his presence noted by the Secretary. If the Secretary deems the Senator as excessively tardy to the meeting, he may ask for a valid excuse from that Senator. A motion to call the roll may be made at any time during a Senate meeting. Upon passage of this motion, any Senator found absent for this calling of the roll shall be deemed absent for the entire meeting. No Senator shall receive more than one (1) absence in a single meeting. Any Senator absent from more than two Senate meetings, committee meetings, or committee-sponsored functions in one semester without valid excuses shall no longer be a Senator and shall be notified of this in writing by the Secretary. Failure to attend the Senate Retreat shall result in two absences.

Valid excuses are limited to:

- Family emergency

- Function where the Senator is officially representing the Senate body,

- Personal illness

- A test not scheduled in the Registration Booklet.

All other excuses are deemed inadmissible and will result in an absence.

A. The Executive Committee of Student Senate shall have the power to provide up to two opportunities 

per semester for Student Senators to erase acquired Senate absences. Each event attended shall 

remove one absence. Absence pardons cannot be accumulated.

Rule 5: Quorum

A majority of the total membership of the Senate body, as defined in the Student Body Handbook, shall constitute a quorum. If at any time during the weekly meeting of the Senate it is ascertained that there is not quorum, no business shall be conducted. It is not in order to send for absentees.

Rule 6: Senator's Duties

The main duties of a Senator are as follows:

A. Each Senator shall be assigned one or two University departments which shall be his precinct. Each Senator shall communicate with the head(s) of the department(s) from his precinct on a regular basis to inform him of topics being discussed in the Senate. The Senator shall post all pertinent information involving Senate (i.e. Senate Minutes, Senate Rosters, Announcements, etc.) at appropriate places in his precinct. In addition, the Senator shall post his name, telephone number, and other pertinent contact information on the precinct's main bulletin board or at other appropriate places in his precinct.

B. Each Senator shall have his constituents complete surveys to obtain their opinions and suggestions on issues confronting the Senate. Upon the assignment of these constituent surveys, each Senator shall be required to submit them to the President Pro-Tempore before or immediately after the next regularly scheduled Senate meeting. Any Senator failing to submit an assigned constituent survey shall receive a one-half absence. Any Senator accused of falsifying a constituent survey shall be required to appear before the Steering Committee and shall receive two (2) absences if found guilty of such charges.

C. Each Senator shall be assigned two or more recognized Organizations by the President Pro-Tempore. Each Senator shall represent his designated organizations by contacting them throughout the semester and by relaying suggestions, questions, and problems to the Senate.

D. Each Senator shall be responsible for participating in required functions as designated by the Steering Committee. These functions may include participating in forums, manning information tables, informing students of Senate proceedings, or otherwise taking suggestions for the members of the student body.

E. Each Senator shall be responsible for submitting any forms as requested by the President or Secretary.

F. Each Senator shall attend all meetings of the Senate, the committee on which he serves, and committee sponsored functions.

Rule 7: Standing Committees

There shall be eleven standing committees of the Student Senate as follows:

A. The Committee on Academic Affairs shall act on all questions pertaining to academics including but not exclusive to class attendance policies, grading procedures, honors, awards, admission requirements, and scholarships.

B. The Committee on Environment, Safety, and Accessibility shall act on all questions pertaining to the campus environment, recycling, campus safety, and accessibility for the disabled.

C. The Committee on Finance and Procedures shall act on all questions pertaining to constitutional and rules amendments, Student Courts and other Judicial Affairs, funding for higher education, appointments, and shall review the current year's student life budget in order to make recommendations for the next year's budget. The Chairman shall serve as the chairman of the Student Activity Fee Review Board and shall serve as a member of the Finance Committee.

D. The Committee on General Affairs and Legislative Oversight shall act on all questions pertaining to the University as a whole, the Student Union, student telecommunication services, and all questions which do not pertain to the other standing committees. The committee shall also follow approved legislation once it leaves the Senate to ensure that appropriate actions are being taken.

E. The Committee on Housing shall act on all questions pertaining to University housing. The Committee shall also serve as a liaison between the Senate and the Residence Hall Council and shall review all of the rules established by this council. The Chairman and one other committee member shall serve as ex-officio members of the Commission on Housing.

F. The Committee on Traffic and Parking shall act on all questions pertaining to traffic, parking, and mass transportation at the University. The Chairman shall serve on the University Traffic and Parking Committee.

G. The Committee on University Relations shall act on all questions pertaining to relations between the various university organizations. The Committee shall also serve as a liaison between the Student Senate and such organizations including but not limited to the Minority Council, the Faculty Senate, Graduate Student Government, the Interfraternity Council, the Panhellenic Council, and the Pan-Hellenic Council. The Committee shall also serve as a liaison between the Student Senate and the Department of Organizational Affairs.

H. The Committee on University Services shall act on all questions pertaining to commercial student services including but not limited to the Agricultural Product Sales Center, the University Bookstore, Campus Card Access, CATS, East Campus Convenience Store, dining halls, Redfern, the post office, the Campus Print Shop.

I. The Steering Committee shall act on all questions concerning the Senate and shall coordinate Senate action, business, and review all legislation before it is brought before the body. The Committee shall be comprised of the President, President Pro-Tempore, Secretary, Clerk, and all other standing committee Chairmen.

J. The Executive Committee shall choose a chairman for each standing committee with the exception of the Steering Committee and the Driving Committee. The Steering Committee shall choose a Vice Chair for each committee with the President’s final approval. The Executive Committee shall also conduct interviews to fill freshman Senate seats and any Senate seats that become vacant throughout the year if they deem necessary. The committee shall be comprised of the President, the Student Body Vice President, the President Pro-Tempore, the Secretary, and the Clerk. 

K. The Driving Committee shall coordinate student socials, shall write the Senate Newsletter, and shall be involved in service projects. The Senate Secretary shall serve as the chairman of the committee. The committee shall be comprised of all standing committee Vice Chairmen.

Each standing committee with the exceptions of the Steering Committee and the Executive Committee shall have a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman. Each committee shall maintain accurate records of the committee's activities including attendance records and all correspondences of the committee. These records shall be submitted to the President upon his request. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all Standing Committees. The Standing Committees shall be established by the first meeting of the session. Within two weeks of the formation of the committee, the committee shall decide on a fixed time for its weekly meetings.

Rule 8: Special Committees

Special committees shall be appointed by the President at his discretion or upon the request of a majority of the Senate.

Rule 9: Committee Reports

Each Chairman shall be required to report to the body during each regular session meeting on his committee's progress concerning questions referred to his committee. These reports shall include all pertinent information discussed in committee meetings, and meetings with administrators, faculty, or other related persons. At the end of the report, if the committee has acted on legislation, the Chairman shall announce the committee's vote on the legislation.

Rule 10: Senate Officers

During the last meeting before campus-wide elections of the spring semester, the Student Senate shall elect four Student Senators to the four elected officer positions. The four elected officers of the Student Senate shall be the President, the President Pro-Tempore, the Secretary, and the Clerk. These officers shall serve as members of the Steering Committee and the Executive Committee. The election process of these officers consists of three steps: nominating, voting, and installing. These steps are defined below.

A. Qualifications and Responsibilities – All nominees must be Student Senators. 

i. President – the President of the Student Senate shall be elected each year from the membership of the Student Senate. He shall have a minimum cumulative grade point ratio of 2.3. The President of the Student Senate shall preside over all meetings of the Student Senate and the Steering Committee. The President of the Student Senate shall serve on the University Academic Council, the University Athletic Council, and the Student Body President's Cabinet.

ii. President Pro-Tempore – The President Pro-Tempore of the Student Senate shall be elected each year from the membership of the Student Senate. He shall have a minimum cumulative grade point ratio of 2.3. The President Pro-Tempore of the Student Senate shall serve as the coordinator of the Student Senate Retreat under the guidance of the Executive Committee. The President Pro-Tempore of the Student Senate shall be a member of the Executive Finance Committee and shall attend the Faculty Senate as an observer. The President Pro-Tempore of the Student Senate shall also chair the University Relations Committee and shall coordinate Student Senate representation of university clubs and organizations. In the event that the President is unable to fulfill his one-year term, the President Pro-Tempore will take over as President, and an election to replace the President Pro-Tempore will be held.

iii. Secretary – The Secretary of the Student Senate shall be elected each year from the membership of the Student Senate for the purpose of keeping accurate attendance records, calling the roll, and keeping constituent records for all Student Senators. The Secretary of the Student Senate shall take the minutes of each Student Senate meeting and shall distribute copies to each Student Senator and if necessary to University Administration, Faculty Senate, campus media, and the President's Cabinet. The Secretary of the Student Senate shall read at each Senate meeting the minutes of the previous meeting. In addition, the Secretary of the Student Senate shall keep an updated copy of the Student Senate Handbook available at all times in the Student Government offices. The Secretary shall also supply a copy of the current Student Senate Handbook to Senators upon their installation.

iv. Clerk – The Clerk of the Student Senate shall be elected each year from the membership of the Student Senate for the purpose of keeping records on the status of all legislation. The Clerk of the Student Senate shall send all passed legislation to the proper recipients and shall keep the Student Senate President informed of all previously passed legislation. The Clerk shall also supply a copy of the Clemson University Constitution to Senators upon their installation. 

B. Nomination – During roll call of the Senate, each Senator will have an opportunity to nominate himself or another Senator for one of the four officer positions by stating the office for which he would like to be considered or the office for which he would like another Senator to be considered after the calling of his name by the Secretary. If a Senator is nominated by another Senator and wishes not to run, he may decline the nomination at the end of the roll call. Following the calling of the roll, the floor will be opened for further nominations. On the night of the elections, the floor will be reopened for any remaining nominations immediately following the calling of the roll. All nominations shall be announced by the Secretary. All nominated Senators must meet the qualifications listed in the Qualification and Responsibility section below.

C. Each candidate will have the opportunity to make a speech on his behalf. The candidates for President shall have seven minutes and all other candidates will have five minutes. After each candidate’s speech, the floor will be opened for an indefinite time period for questions. After all the candidates for one position have completed their speeches and answered questions, the senate shall move into Executive Session. During the Executive Session, the Senate shall pro and con the candidates individually in the order in which they gave their speeches. A motion from the floor must be made to end the period of pro and con debate. 

D. Vote – Voting for Student Senate officers will be held by secret ballot only, except in the case where a candidate runs unopposed, in which voting by hand is permitted. The Elections Chairperson will conduct the counting of the votes with the assistance of the Student Body Vice President and one representative from each candidate. In the event that the Elections Chairperson or the Student Body Vice President is running for a Student Senate Office, a member from the Executive Committee who is not running for office will replace the person(s) running. In the event that the Elections Chairperson, the Student Body Vice President, and every Executive Committee member is running for office, two chairpersons from the standing committees will be chosen, one by the President and one by the Elections Chairperson, to conduct the counting of the votes. A run-off election between the two with the most votes will take place if not candidate receives a majority of all votes cast from those Senators present. Results of the election will be announced by the Elections Chairperson to the entire Student Senate. Each Senator must vote. 

E. Installation – The new Student Senate officers will be installed on the same date that the new Student Senate is installed. The officers shall be elected for one-year terms. Once a new set of officers is elected and installed, the old officers will retain their status as Student Senators until the following August graduation date and are encouraged to assist in the transition period. In the event that the President Pro-Tempore, the Secretary, or the Clerk is unable to fulfill his one-year term, an election will be held to fill that officer position. In the event that the President is unable to fulfill his one-year term, the President Pro-Tempore will take over as President, and an election to replace the President Pro-Tempore will be held. 

 

Rule 11: Appointments

The Executive Committee shall appoint a Chaplain and a Parliamentarian from the Student Body and also may create and fill other positions as deemed necessary by the Executive Committee.

A. Chaplain – The Chaplain of the Student Senate shall be appointed each year by the Executive Committee for the purpose of leading in prayer at each meeting and for carrying out other duties of like nature. 

B. Parliamentarian – The Parliamentarian of the Student Senate shall be appointed each year by the Executive Committee for the purpose of advising the President on issues concerning parliamentary procedure. The Parliamentarian may not be a voting member of Senate. The Parliamentarian shall maintain a copy of the Student Senate Handbook, the Clemson University Constitution, and Robert’s Rules of Orders at every meeting to advise the President in case conflicts arise. 

C. Historian-The Historian of the Senate shall be appointed each year by the Executive Committee for the purpose of recording and preserving the archives of the Senate. The Historian is to be a voting member of Senate and is to serve on a standing committee. 

Rule 12: Legislation

Legislation to be introduced to the Student Senate shall be placed into one of the following categories:

A. Amendments – additions to, changes in, or deletions from the Student Senate Handbook or the Constitution of the Clemson University Student Body.

i. Constitutional Amendments – additions to , changes in, or deletions from the Constitution of the Clemson University Student Body.

Each constitutional amendment shall contain the denotation "A Constitutional Amendment" as the first item in the legislation. The body of a constitutional amendment shall include the full text of the proposed amendment, as it would read in the constitution. Each proposed constitutional amendment must bear the signatures of four senators before it may be recognized by the Student Senate. Upon approval by the Student Senate, each constitutional amendment must be signed by the Student Senate President, the Student Body President, and the Vice President for Student Affairs, and must be passed by a student referendum with 2/3 approval of those voting before it can be enacted (See Legislation Section, p. B-2).

Note: A constitutional amendment may also be proposed to Student Senate by a petition of 10% of the student body.

ii. Rules Amendment -- additions to , changes in, or deletions from the Student Senate Handbook.

Each rules amendment shall contain the denotation "A Rules Amendment" as the first item in the legislation. The body of a rules amendment shall include the full text of the proposed amendment, as it would read in the Student Senate Handbook. Each proposed rules amendment must bear the signature of one senator before it may be recognized by the Student Senate. Upon approval by the Student Senate, the rules amendment must be signed by the Student Senate President before being enacted (See Legislation Section, p. B-4).

B. Bills – a specific act of the Student Senate.

i. Appropriations Bill – a detailed outline of recommended allocations, of Student Government controlled state funds, made by the Finance Committee to Student Senate.

Each appropriations bill shall contain the denotation "An Appropriations Bill" as the first item in the legislation. The body of an appropriations bill shall include the goal of the bill, and a copy of the proposed budget should be attached to the bill. Each appropriations bill must bear the signatures of two senators before it may be recognized by the Student Senate. Upon approval by the Student Senate, each appropriations bill must be signed by the Student Senate President, the Student Body President, and the Vice President for Student Affairs before it can be enacted. Amendments to appropriations bills are in order only if the total recommended allocation remains the same (See Legislation Section, p. B-6).

 

a. Student Government Budget – annual report of projected Student government expenditures submitted by the Student Government Treasurer to Student Senate for approval.

b. Activity Fund Recipients – annual reports submitted by the Finance Committee to the Student Senate outlining the recommended allocations for each organization.

ii. Approval Bill – legislation stating Student Senate's approval of nominations or appointments.

Each approval bill shall contain the denotation "An Approval Bill" as the first item in the legislation. The body of an approval bill shall list the name(s) of the recommended individual(s) to be approved and for what they are being approved. Each Approval bill must bear the signatures of two senators before it may be recognized by the Student Senate. Upon approval by the Student Senate, each approval bill must be signed by the Student Senate President and the Student Body President before it can be enacted (See Legislation Section, p. B-8).

 

iii. Emergency Funding Bill – an outline of recommended allocations made by the Finance Committee regarding the allocation of the Student Government controlled funds from Department of Services to funded student organizations.

Each emergency funding bill shall contain the denotation "An Emergency Funding Bill" as the first item in the legislation. The body of a emergency funding bill shall list the organization requesting funds, the amount requested, the recommended amount to be allocated by the Finance Committee, and the purpose for which the funds are to be allocated. Unlike other legislation, an emergency funding bill is debated and voted on the same night of the initial reading due to the urgent nature of the bill. The President Pro Tempore, an Executive member of the Finance Committee, must notify all Student Senators of any proposed Emergency Funding bill, in the most expeditious manner, before the meeting in which it is to be considered. Each emergency funding bill must bear the signatures of two senators before it may be recognized by the Student Senate. Upon approval by the Student Senate, each Emergency Funding bill must be signed by the Student Senate President, the Student Body President, and the Vice President for Student Affairs before it can be enacted. All Emergency Funding Bills are unamendable (See Legislation Section, p. B-10).

iv. General Bill – additions to, changes in, or deletions from the Acts of Student Senate.

Each general bill shall contain the denotation "A Bill" as the first item in the legislation. The body of a general bill shall include the full text of the proposed change, as it would read in the Acts of the Student Senate. Each proposed general bill must bear the signatures of two senators before it may be recognized by the Student Senate. Upon approval by the Student Senate, each general bill must be signed by the Student Senate President, the Student Body President, and the Vice President for Student Affairs before it can be enacted (See Legislation Section, p. B-12).

v. Recognition Bill – legislation that states the formal recognition of an organization by Student Senate.

Each recognition bill shall contain the denotation "A Recognition Bill" as the first item in the legislation. The body of a recognition bill shall include the name of the organization to be recognized. Each recognition bill must bear the signatures of two senators before it may be recognized by the Student Senate. Upon approval by the Student Senate, each Recognition bill must be signed by the Student Senate President, the Student Body President, and the Vice President for Student Affairs before it can be enacted (See Legislation Section, p. B-14).

Note: All organizations are recognized initially as a non-funded organization for a period defined in the Student Body Handbook, after which they may apply for funded status. The Senate must approve an organization for funded status by a two-thirds majority.

C. Resolutions – statements made by the Student Senate. These statements may include but are not exclusive to suggestions, proposals, and recommendations made by the Student Senate.

Each resolution shall contain the denotation "A Resolution" as the first item in the legislation. The body of a resolution shall include any opinions, explanations, or supporting data that may strengthen the resolution. Each resolution must bear the signature of one senator before it may be recognized by the Student Senate. Upon approval by the Student Senate, each resolution must be signed by the President of the Student Senate before being enacted (See Legislation Section, p. B-16).

Rule 13: Legislation Introduction

All legislation to be introduced to the Student Senate must first be prepared by the Clerk and presented to the Steering Committee for approval. Legislation may be ruled out of order by the steering committee if legislation is not in proper form or if it is similar in nature to previously passed legislation. The Steering Committee may not veto the legislation on content. All legislation ruled in order by the Steering Committee shall be assigned to a standing committee for further review. During the New Business portion of the Student Senate meeting, the Clerk shall give the initial reading. Upon completion of the initial reading the author of the legislation will have seven minutes for the presentation of the legislation. Following the seven-minute presentation period will be a period of question and answer. A Student Senator may make the motion to end question and answer period or the President may end the period if no further question arise. The legislation shall then be sent to committee where the committee will have a one-week period to make a decision on the legislation. The committee can make two decisions:

1. Decision to Accept/Reject - the committee chair announces the committee's vote on whether to adopt or to reject the legislation. If the committee votes to reject the legislation, the body of the Student Senate can override their decision with a 2/3-majority vote, subsequently moving the legislation directly to the floor. 

2. Decision to Table - the committee decides to postpone the consideration of the legislation for a period of up to two additional weeks. The maximum amount of time a piece of legislation can stay in committee is three weeks. If the committee has not made a decision within the three-week period, the legislation will automatically be moved to the floor of the entire body for debate. 

The committee can decide to not act on the legislation in which case the legislation will be moved directly to the floor for debate. Amendments can be made in committee in which case the amendments are to be read by the chair when the decision of the committee is announced. Once the committee makes its decision, the chairman will announce the committee's decision in the Old Business period of the next Student Senate meeting. 

Rule 14: Debate of Legislation

The period of debate will consist of two sides: the pro, which is in favor of the legislation, and the con, which is not in favor of the legislation. The debate will proceed with the President rotating between the pro and con. Both the pro and the con side must have the opportunity to speak before the question is called. The author of the legislation being considered will speak first on the legislation for a period up to six minutes, and this will be considered the first pro for the legislation. The author may not speak in the con for his legislation. A Student Senator may be recognized by the President during debate a maximum of two times, each time lasting no longer than five minutes. If the speaker finishes speaking before the five minutes have elapsed, he may yield the remaining time to another friendly Senator. To close debate, a motion must be made and seconded. 

Rule 15: Speaking on the Floor

In order to speak on the floor, a Student Senator must be recognized by the President. Upon being recognized by the President, each Student Senator must rise, state his name, and state the committee he represents. All Student Senators must address the President when speaking and must be seated when not speaking.

Rule 16: Appeal of the President's Decision

All Student Senators shall have the right to appeal any decision made by the President of the Student Senate. The appeal shall be in the form of a motion requiring a second. This motion is debatable adhering to special rules of debate as defined below. 

Debate of an Appeal of the President's Decision

The President is entitled to speak first on the appeal and is entitled preference over other members seeking recognition. (This is intended to simplify debate and not to prohibit others from speaking). No Student Senator is allowed to speak twice except the President. The President may answer questions or arguments posed by other Student Senators and may reserve the right to speak last on the appeal. This motion shall require a simple majority's approval for passage, and the passage of the motion will nullify the President's decision.

Rule 17: Questions of Order

If any Student Senator transgresses the Student Senate Rules in speech or action, any Student Senator may call the transgressor out of order simply by making a point of order. (The President need not make a point of order, but may simply correct the breach of the rules immediately). Once a Student Senator has raised this question of order, the President will recognize the Student Senator and allow him to state his point of order. All Student Senators will then be seated and the President will determine whether "the point of order is well taken" or whether it "is not well taken" and briefly state his reason. A Question of Order is not debatable, but the decision of the President may be appealed.

Rule 18: Voting

Vote by Ballot

A vote by ballot is taken when each member's decision is intended to remain secret. This is done by each Student Senator writing their vote on a slip of paper which is collected by the Clerk and the Secretary. The votes will then be counted by the President and the President Pro-Tempore, and the decision will be announced by the President.

Roll Call Vote

A Roll Call vote is taken upon the request of five Senators. This request is not debatable. A Roll Call vote is taken to allow each Student Senator's vote to go on record. The vote will be taken by the Secretary calling the roll, allowing each Student Senator to answer aye if in favor and nay if not in favor. The Secretary will then tally the votes and hand the decision to the President to announce to the whole body.

Yeas and Nays

The calling of the yeas and nays is the most common form of voting. This calls for the President to state the question at hand and ask for those in favor to say aye and those not in favor to say nay. The President will make the decision as to who is in the majority. Any Senator may call for division if he is in doubt of which side is in the majority. This request must have the consent of five Student Senators to proceed. Once division has been called, each side will be requested to vote by hand rather than voice, and the votes will be taken by the President, the President Pro-Tempore, the Parliamentarian, and one additional member of the Executive Committee.

No Absentee vote will be allowed.

Rule 19: Divided Question

If a question in debate contains several points, the question may be divided at the request of five Student Senators. After voting on each division, the legislation as a whole shall be put to a vote before the Student Senate.

Rule 20: Presentation of Papers

When presenting petitions, memorials, or reports, a Student Senator shall make a brief statement of the subject matter of such papers during his committee's report and shall send it to the President. The statement shall be read by the Secretary to the entire Student Senate body.

Rule 21: President's Vote

The President of the Student Senate may only vote to break a tie.

Rule 22: Executive Session

When acting on confidential or executive business, a motion to move into Executive Session is in order. This motion requires a second and a majority vote of the Student Senate to move the Student Senate into Executive Session. During Executive Session, all non-Senators, except the Parliamentarian must exit the chambers. A motion to move out of Executive Session must be approved by a majority of the Student Senate present to end Executive Session. All business conducted during the Executive Session shall be kept in the strictest of confidence. Failure to adhere to this rule shall result in the notification of the Attorney General by the Senate President.

Rule 23: State of the University Address

The President of the Student Body shall address the Student Senate at the second Student Senate meeting of each semester for the purpose of delivering the State of the University Address. If a conflict arises with the Student Body President’s schedule, the State of the University Address may be rescheduled for another date, with the consent of the Senate President.

Rule 24: Manual to Govern Procedure

The Student Senate Handbook is the manual to govern the Procedure of the Student Senate. In all issues not covered in the Student Senate Handbook, the Student Senate shall be governed by the rules as laid out in the latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised.

Rule 25: Senate Dress Code

Senators must come to Senate meetings professionally dressed at the discretion of the President. The President must alert Senators of professional attire at least four days in advance of the meeting. Professional attire consists of a shirt, slacks, and tie for men, and a dress, business suit, slacks and blouse for women. No Senator shall war a hat, tennis shoes, or sports sandals. Upon observation by the President, the Senator(s) shall be notified by a standardized notice of their unprofessional attire. Upon receipt if notice, the Senator(s) in question shall sit in the third or fourth rows of the section to the President’s far right while retaining all speaking and voting rights. Senator(s) in question shall be assessed one-half absence.

 

 

Student Senate Legislation

Amendments

An amendment is piece of legislation that can amend two things: the Student Senate Handbook or the Clemson University Student Body Constitution. The two types of amendments are rules amendments and constitutional amendments. All amendments contain five parts: the title, the heading, the purpose statement, the body, and the signatures.

A Constitutional Amendment

Title

The title is the first two lines of the amendment. The first line must read A Constitutional Amendment. The second line contains the subject of the amendment (see example).

Heading

The heading contains three lines. The first line contains the amendment number, assigned by the Clerk, and the date submitted. The second line contains the current session of Student Senate and the date approved. The third line contains the committee that the amendment pertains to and the author of the amendment (see example).

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement contains the reason for which the amendment is being proposed (see example).

Body

The body contains the full text of the proposed amendment, as it would read in the Clemson University Constitution (see example).

Signatures

The signature section contains the signature of the Senate President, the Student Body President, the VP for Student Affairs, and two additional Senators (see example).

*See Rule 12, Section A, Part 2.

A Rules Amendment

Title

The title is the first two lines of the amendment. The first line must read A Rules Amendment. The second line contains the subject of the amendment (see example).

Heading

The heading contains three lines. The first line contains the amendment number, assigned by the Clerk, and the date submitted. The second line contains the current session of Student Senate and the date approved. The third line contains the committee that the amendment pertains to and the author of the amendment (see example).

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement contains the reason for which the amendment is being proposed (see example).

Body

The body contains the full text of the proposed amendment, as it would read in the Student Senate Handbook (see example).

Signatures

The signature section contains the signature of the Senate President and one other Senator (see example).

*See Rule 12, Section A, Part 1.

Bills

A bill is piece of legislation that performs a specific action. There are five types of bills: a general bill, an appropriations bill, an emergency funding bill, a recognition bill, and an approval bill. All bills contain five parts: the title, the heading, the purpose statement, the body, and the signatures.

An Appropriations Bill

Title

The title is the first two lines of the bill. The first line must read An Appropriations Bill. The second line contains the subject of the bill (see example).

Heading

The heading contains three lines. The first line contains the bill number, assigned by the Clerk, and the date submitted. The second line contains the current session of Student Senate and the date approved. The third line contains the committee that the bill pertains to and the author of the bill (see example).

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement contains the type of budget that is to be approved (see example).

Body

The body contains the full text of the goal for which the bill was written (see example).

Signatures

The signature section contains the signatures of the Senate President, the Student Body President, the VP for Student Affairs, and two additional Senators (see example).

*See Rule 12, Section B, Part 2.

 

An Approval Bill

Title

The title is the first two lines of the bill. The first line must read An Approval Bill. The second line contains the subject of the bill (see example).

Heading

The heading contains three lines. The first line contains the bill number, assigned by the Clerk, and the date submitted. The second line contains the current session of Student Senate and the date approved. The third line contains the committee that the bill pertains to and the author of the bill (see example).

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement contains the reason for which those seeking approval are to be approved (see example).

Body

The body contains the action that the Student Senate is to take and a list of those seeking approval (see example).

Signatures

The signature section contains the signatures of the Senate President, the Student Body President, the VP for Student Affairs, and two additional Senators (see example).

*See Rule 12, Section B, Part 5.

 

An Emergency Funding Bill

Title

The title is the first two lines of the bill. The first line must read An Emergency Funding Bill. The second line contains the subject of the bill (see example).

Heading

The heading contains three lines. The first line contains the bill number, assigned by the Clerk, and the date submitted. The second line contains the current session of Student Senate and the date approved. The third line contains the committee that the bill pertains to and the author of the bill (see example).

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement contains the proposed recipient of the emergency funds (see example).

Body

The body contains the organization requesting funds, the amount requested, the recommended allocation made by the Finance Committee, and the purpose for which the funds are to be used (see example).

Signatures

The signature section contains the signatures of the Senate President, the Student Body President, the VP for Student Affairs, and two additional Senators (see example).

*See Rule 10, Section B, Part 3.

 

A General Bill

Title

The title is the first two lines of the bill. The first line must read A Bill. The second line contains the subject of the bill (see example).

Heading

The heading contains three lines. The first line contains the bill number, assigned by the Clerk, and the date submitted. The second line contains the current session of Student Senate and the date approved. The third line contains the committee that the bill pertains to and the author of the bill (see example).

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement contains the purpose for which changes to the Student Body Handbook are to be made (see example).

Body

The body contains the full text of the proposed change, as it would read in the Student Body Handbook. It also contains any stipulations that the author may require.

Signatures

The signature section contains the signatures of the Senate President, the Student Body President, the VP for Student Affairs, and two additional Senators (see example).

*See Rule 12, Section B, Part 1.

A Recognition Bill

Title

The title is the first two lines of the bill. The first line must read A Recognition Bill. The second line contains the organization to be recognized (see example).

Heading

The heading contains three lines. The first line contains the bill number, assigned by the Clerk, and the date submitted. The second line contains the current session of Student Senate and the date approved. The third line contains the committee that the bill pertains to and the author of the bill (see example).

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement contains the organization to be recognized and the status they are recognized as (see example).

Body

The body contains the action that the Student Senate proposes to take in recognizing the organization (see example).

Signatures

The signature section contains the signatures of the Senate President, the Student Body President, the VP for Student Affairs, and two additional Senators (see example).

*See Rule 10, Section B, Part 4.

Resolutions

A resolution is the most general type of legislation. It is defined as a formal statement made by the Student Senate. It can be about any topic and may include but is not exclusive to suggestions, recommendations, and proposals. A resolution is composed of five parts: the title, the heading, the preamble, the body, and the signatures.

Title

The title is the first two lines of the resolution. The first line must read A Resolution. The second line contains the subject of the resolution (see example).

Heading

The heading contains three lines. The first line contains the resolution number, assigned by the Clerk, and the date submitted. The second line contains the current session of Student Senate and the date approved. The third line contains the committee that the resolution pertains to and the author of the resolution (see example).

Preamble

The preamble contains the supporting data for the resolution in the form of Whereas clauses. These clauses provide reasons or explanations for the writing of the resolution (see example).

Body

The body contains the goal(s) of the resolution. These goals are contained in That clauses. It states the purpose of the resolution and what the Student Senate is trying to accomplish with the resolution (see example).

Signatures

The signature section contains the signatures of the Senate President and one other Senator (see example).

Each line of the preamble and the body must be numbered as shown in the example.

*See Rule 10, Section C.
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